C
hildren with congenital heart disease (CHD) are exceptionally resilient. After extensive surgeries and hospitalizations, they typically go on to live full, meaningful lives. However, some children with CHD experience developmental and learning differences and benefit from extra help to succeed in school, social relationships, and future employment. 
Why Are Children With CHD at Higher Risk for Developmental Differences?
CHD can result in changes to blood flow to the brain before and after birth, and this might affect brain development. Studies have found that the brains of children with some forms of CHD are less mature at birth. Children who have long hospital stays or other complications (premature birth or genetic/ neurologic conditions) are also at risk. Studies are underway to better understand why children with CHD are at risk and how these risks can be decreased.
Does My Child Need Neurodevelopmental
Follow-Up?
Children typically do best when developmental delays and learning differences are identified and addressed early; however, it is never too late for evaluation or intervention. 
Your Role as a Parent
Families often say that children with CHD are evidence of miracles. As the family member of a child with CHD, you have already helped your child succeed by providing support, encouragement, and important resources. Regular neurodevelopmental assessment is an important part of care for children with CHD that will help your child continue to thrive.
Sources of Funding
This work was supported by an award from the American Heart Association.
Disclosures
None. 
